
TENT PERMIT APPLICATION AND CHECKLIST 
For all tents used for cooking and other tents over 400 square feet.  

Tent permit fee determined from permit fee schedule.  

Please attach a site plan, flame retardant or resistant certificate for tent material, and any other required documentation as listed on the attached 

checklist when submitting the permit application.   

 Permit #________________________    Issue Date_________________________ 

Please complete the following: 

Tent Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Location of permit site inside City of Clemson) 

Applicant Name:         Phone: ___________________________  

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Property Owner: __________________________________________________________________Phone: ____________________________ 

Mailing Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Tent Installer: _______________________________________________________________________ City Bus. Lic. #: _________________ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone: _________________________  Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Description of Event: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Event date: __________________________ Date and Time Tent will be installed: ________________________________________________ 

Use and Description of Tent: 

Dimensions:    Width: _________   X   Length _________   =   __________ Square Footage  

Set Backs from property lines:    Front:___________  Left side: ___________  Right side: ___________  Rear: __________ 

Describe how tent will be used: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tent Rental Cost : ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

See attached Tent Permit Checklist for required supporting documentation to include with your application. 
Certification 
 I certify to the best of my knowledge that all information provided herein is true and correct and all work performed under this permit 
is in compliance with the attached Tent Permit Checklist.  Installation shall conform to the plans and specifications herewith submitted 
and to the City Building Code and all Laws and Ordinances pertaining thereto. I understand that I must use contractors licensed or 
registered with the State of South Carolina and the City of Clemson as required for the work being performed and associated with this 
application and permit.    

Applicant Signature:  _________________________________________________ Applicant Title: ______________________________  
(Contractor, Owner, Agent, etc.) 

Applicant Printed Name: ______________________________________________ Date:______________________________________ 

1250 Tiger Blvd, Suite 4
Clemson, SC 29631-2662
 (864) 653-2050
Fax (864) 653-2057
www.cityofclemson.org 



Tent Permit Checklist 

Tents come in various sizes and shapes and are used for a variety of purposes. This information sheet is 
provided to assist tent users or property owners with what is required by the Building and Fire Codes of the 
City of Clemson. The Building and Fire Codes do not apply to tents less than 400 square feet in size (except 
cooking tents) used for private or commercial purposes such as for weddings, event registrations, funerals, 
temporary shelter and similar uses.   

Please submit the following information, if applicable, with your tent permit application: 

⬜   Site Plan – A site plan showing the dimensions of the tent and the tent’s location on the property in relation to 
other tents, buildings or structures shall be provided and attached to the Permit Application. All tents locations 
shall be in accordance with the International Fire Code and positioned so as to not interfere with the normal 
operations of any permanent use located on the property. No tent shall be situated such that established egress 
paths or exits from other tents or structures are blocked. Show location of public restrooms 

or any required portable toilet facilities.   

⬜   Flame-resistant Treatment Certificate – Tents and/or canopies must be composed of flame-resistant material 
or shall be treated with an approved flame retardant in a manner that meets the requirements for flame 
resistance as determined in accordance with NFPA 701. The permit application must be accompanied with 
documentation certifying that the tent and related components such as the sidewalls, drops, canopies, floor 
coverings, etc. are flame-retardant.   

Installation Requirements 
• All tents must be anchored to the ground and secured to prevent collapse and/or rollover during high

winds.
• Public Restrooms – Public restrooms in the form of portable toilet facilities, to include handicap accessible

facilities, may be required depending upon the tent's duration of use, location of existing facilities, occupancy
and occupant load.

• Combustible materials – If a tent or canopy is used for the gathering of persons for an event or meeting then
hay, straw, shavings or similar combustible materials shall not be located within the tent or canopy, however,
sawdust and shavings utilized for a public performance or exhibit shall not be prohibited provided they are
kept damp. Combustible materials shall not be permitted under stands or seats at any time. The areas within
and adjacent to the tent or canopy shall be maintained clear of all combustible materials within 20 feet.
Combustible vegetation shall be removed from the area occupied by a tent or canopy and from areas within 30
feet of such structures. Combustible trash shall be removed at least once a day from the tent or canopy
during the period the structure is occupied by the public.

• Smoking - Smoking is not permitted in tents or under canopies. Approved “No Smoking” signs shall be

conspicuously posted within the tent.

• Open or exposed flame – If the tent or canopy is open to the public then open flames or other devices emitting
flame, fire or heat or any flammable or combustible liquids, gas, charcoal or other cooking device or any other
unapproved devices shall not be permitted inside or within 20 feet of the tent or canopy.

• Cooking tents – Cooking tents may be permitted only where the public does not utilize or access the tent.
Where cooking is performed, it shall be separated from other tents or canopies by a minimum of 20 feet.
Cooking and heating equipment shall not be located within 10 feet of exits or combustible materials. Warming
of foods or limited cooking demonstrations and similar operations that use solid, flammables, butane or other



similar devices and which do not pose an ignition hazard may be approved on a case-by-case basis. 
Flammable-liquid-fueled equipment shall not be used in tents or canopies. Flammable and combustible 
liquids shall be stored outside in an approved manner not less than 50 feet from tents or canopies. LP-gas 
containers or similar flammable fuel containers shall be located outside the tent with safety release valves 
pointed away from the tent or canopy. Portable LP-gas containers with a capacity of 500 gallons or less shall 
have a minimum separation between the container and tent or canopy not less than 10 feet and LP-gas 
containers having a capacity of more than 500 gallons a minimum separation of not less than 25 feet is 
required.   

• Separation of generators - Generators and other internal combustion power sources shall be separated from
tents or canopies by a minimum of 20 feet and isolated from contact with the public by fencing, enclosure or
other approved means.

• Electrical equipment - All electrical equipment, lighting, outlets, wiring, etc. shall bear a U.L. label or
label from an approved testing laboratory and be installed in accordance with the National Electrical Code.
Spot or effect lighting shall only be by electricity and all combustible construction located within 6 feet
of such equipment shall be protected with approved non combustible insulation not less than 9.25 inches thick.

• Portable fire extinguishers - Portable  fire extinguishers shall be provided and their location and size shall be
as required by the City of Clemson Fire Marshal. Fire extinguisher stations shall be clearly marked.

• Egress and Exits – The number and size of exits shall be based on the occupant load of the tent as determined
by the tents use. All paths of egress to tent exits shall be maintained clear of obstructions at all times. Exits
signs shall be clearly posted at each exit. Where the tent or canopy is used for seating, the seats, benches or
chairs shall be arranged in such a manner that aisles and exit access paths are clearly defined.

Noise Ordinance: Construction activities are permitted to take place Monday through Saturday from 7 am. to 8 
p.m. and Sunday from noon until 8 p.m. If construction is proposed to take place outside of these hours please
contact the Clemson Police Department at 864-624-2000.  This is the non-emergency number.


	Permit: 
	Issue Date: 
	Tent Address: 
	Applicant Name: 
	Phone: 
	Property Owner: 
	Phone_2: 
	Mailing Address: 
	Tent Installer: 
	City Bus Lic: 
	Mailing Address_2: 
	Phone_3: 
	Email: 
	Event date: 
	Date and Time Tent will be installed: 
	Width: 
	Length: 
	undefined: 
	Front: 
	Left side: 
	Right side: 
	Rear: 
	Applicant Title: 
	Applicant Printed Name: 
	Date: 
	Description of event: 
	How tent will be used: 
	Tent Rental Cost: 


